CHILD AND ADULT CARE FOOD PROGRAM

Mlinois Pepartment on Aging

MEMORANDUM
DATE: March 26, 2025

TO: Child and Adult Care Food Program
Adult Day Service Program Operators

FROM: Becky Dragoo, Deputy Director

SUBJECT: MEMO No. 25-02
Child and Adult Care Nutrition Programs: Income Eligibility Guidelines
Federal Register Vol. 90 No. 48 Released: March 13, 2025

PURPOSE: This memorandum announces the annual adjustments to the Child and Adult
Care Food Program (CACFP) Income Eligibility Guidelines for July 1, 2025 - June 30, 2026,
to be use in determining participant eligibility for free and reduced-price meals or the
default to paid meals.

BACKGROUND: Pursuantto sections 9(b)(1), 13A(h)(2), and 17(c)(4) of the Richard B. Russell
National School Lunch Act (42 U.S.C. 1758(b)(1), 42 U.S.C. 1762(h)(2), and 42 U.S.C. 1766(c)(4)),
and sections 3(a)(6) and 4(e)(1)(A) of the Child Nutrition Act of 1966 (42 U.S.C. 1772(a)(6) and
1773(e)(1)(A)), the Department annually issues the Income Eligibility Guidelines for free and
reduced price meals for the National School Lunch Program (7 CFR part 210), the Commodity
School Program (7 CFR part 210), School Breakfast Program (7 CFR part 220), Summer Food
Service Program (7 CFR part 225), Child and Adult Care Food Program (7 CFR part 226), free milk in
the Special Milk Program for Children (7 CFR part 215), and program benefits in the Summer EBT
Program (7 CFR part 292). These eligibility guidelines are based on the Federal income poverty
guidelines and are stated by household size. The guidelines are used to determine eligibility for
free and reduced-price meals, free milk, and Summer EBT benefits in accordance with applicable
program rules.

The organziation’s representative is to use the eligible participant’s household income and the
below charts to determine a participant’s meal and supplement reimbursement category and is to
be documented on the participant’s Income Eligibility Form (IEF). Each CACFP participant must be
authorized under a reimbursement category: free, reduce-price, or paid. The IEF must be
completed upon enrollment and updated on an annual basis. The annual IEF update requirement
is applicable to those participants that fall in the free and reduce-price reimbursement category.

IMPLEMENTATION: The Income Eligibility Guidance shall be utilized for determining
income eligibility for all applicants/participants of the CACFP program. This policy notice replaces
the previous Eligibility Guidelines and is effective July 1, 2025. The CACFP Household Letter must
be revised to reflect the updated 2025-2026 Eligibility Guidelines.

REGULATION CITATION: Child Nutrition Programs: Income Eligibility Guidelines (2025-2026)
FNS website link: Child Nutrition Programs: Income Eligibility Guidelines (2025-2026)
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CHILD AND ADULT CARE FOOD PROGRAM

Mlinois Pepartment on Aging

Federal Fiscal Year 2025-2026 CACFP Income Eligibility Guidelines

Below are the Income Eligibility Guidelines identified by Household Size for Free and
Reduced-Price categories. All thresholds are based on an increased percentage of the
Federal Poverty Guidelines. The individual Paid category is applicable to those individuals
that exceed the Reduced-Price threshold by Family Size.

CACFP FREE MEAL CATEGORY - 130%

Federal
Household Size el Annual Monthly Weekly
Guidelines
Annual
1 15,650 $20,345 $1,696 $392
2 21,150 $27,495 $2,292 $529
3 26,650 $34,645 $2,888 $667
4 32,150 $41,795 $3,483 $804
5 37,650 $48,945 $4,079 $942
6 43,150 $56,095 $4,675 $1,079
7 48,650 $63,245 $5,271 $1,217
8 54,150 $70,395 $5,867 $1,354
For each add’t
family member 5,500 $7,150 $596 $138

CACFP REDUCED-PRICE MEAL CATEGORY -185%

Federal
Household Size PR Annual Monthly Weekly
Guidelines
Annual
1 15,650 $28,953 $2,413 $557
2 21,150 $39, 128 $3,261 $753
3 26,650 $49,303 $4,109 $949
4 32,150 $59,478 $4,957 $1,144
5 37,650 $69,653 $5,805 $1,340
6 43,150 $79,828 $6,653 $1,536
7 48,650 $90,003 $7,501 $1,731
8 54,150 $100,178 $8,349 $1,927
Foreach add'’t
family member 5,500 $10,175 $848 $196
EFFECTIVE DATE: July 1, 2025 - June 30, 2026

Respect for yesterday. Support for today. Planning for tomorrow.
www.ilaging.illinois.gov
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